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STORY OF A LIFE.
BY H. L.

Cuarren 111
The Prison and the Conviet Ship.

I'he crash wis over—the timbers of the full-
e house were o mass of ruins; but, although
the foundation had been severely shaken, it
was yet firm rmmg‘l to bear s ll-lpl'aﬂ'\l’c‘
b * The m;’“ of the pu-inerl were again
in exercise, and all hoped ere long to sec the
dawn of a brighter day. y

From the time of their father’s death, the
sisters had continued ap unbroken band, until
within a few years previous to this unlooked-
fur misfortune. The rapid inerease of ‘con-
sumptive symptoms in Priseilla had foreboded
an early loosening of the silver cord, and pecu-
liarly sorrowful it was to them all, to wutch
her sinking day by day ; her bright complexion
still giving her the hue of health, hat her sun-
v Lrown hair was parted on a brow as purely
white as Parinn marble, and her uneven pulse
indicating that the night was at hand. Tt
cume, but it was a night all radiant with stars,
and her death seemed nlmost like o transla-
tion. A short period of time elapsed, ere death
again entered the cirele, and Rachel, pl'l‘hl'!]'lli
the most tenderly beloved hy Elizabeth, was

called to her long home,

Il brothers. with the exception of the
voungest, had married. and setllcli in life; and
b was about taking a bride to Earlbam. In
writing of this period, Elizabeth says: “ Of my
msny outward blessings, the brothers and sis-
ters | yet have are smong the greatest, Cath-
arine, with her simple. |suwt'rﬁl|.. yet humble,
pind; my three younger sisters, refined ami-
able, talented, and [ull of nympnllly and kind-
ness, my brothers, true friends and comfort-
And of Joseph she sweetly says: © He is
the fruitful vine, whose branches hang over
the wall—my prnp!mt, priest, and sympathizer,
and often the upholder of my soul” This good
and gifted man was indeed o treasure to thank
God for

OF her own fumily, two of the daughters
were married, the eldest son also; and the girls
pext in wge now released her from much house-
hold care, and assisted her in answering the
numeroas letters of inquiry and encouragement
which began to fow in upon her in consequence
of her labors in the prisons. Many in official
stations bhecame interested in promoting her
views, and added the weight of their influence
to sustain her.

One of the natural consequences, perhaps, of
eontemplating seenes of vice and wickedness,
is the desire to fathom their canses, and, if’ pos-
sible, use a preventive, before a cure becomes
needful. Elizabeth's efforts were devoted to this
end.  The improvements in Newgate since her
first visit there had become subject of public
commendation and remark. [ts court-yard,
once peopled with beings seareely human, blas-
pheming and fighting, now presented a scene
where stillness and propriety reigned; the
wards, onee filthy nnd ill-conducted, were now
]“"']l'lt'l! by criminals, it is true, but who were
miade to respect themselves, by being decently
dressed and employed ; and the prisoners, in-
stead of 0 universal depravity, expressed in
their countenances a conseionsness of their im-
proved chargetor. Tt is not our purpose to de-
tail the diffienlties surmounted in these Hercu-
lean labors ; but, in showing their results, it is
necessary to allude to the fnct that the indi-
vidual value of the souls of these poor creatures

was always placed before them, their best feel-
ings were appealed to, and. though many of
them had a remarkally confused sense of right
and wrong. they were gently taught that they
also were the children of our common Father,
and that He who clothes the lilies of the field,
und feeds the ravens when they ery, would elothe
them with the spirit of repentance, and feed
them with the bread of life.  Not alone were
they animated by spiritual tenchings; they
were tanght the dignity of labor, the manliness
of self-dependence; so that when the boon of
liberty was once again hestowed, they might
use and not abuse the gift. Above all, the
greab lnrmcipl» of love was inculeated, and ad-
mirably was this mode of trentment adapted to
avercome the evil spirit which had so long tri-
uwmphed within those prison walls. But the
tendor heart of Elizabeth was deeply touched
by the frequency of eriminal execations. The
sacrifice of human life was almost too fearful
to contemplate.  Crimes of almost all grades
and deseriptions were then punishable b
death: nearly every variety of robbery or fra.urf.
though unuttended with personal violence,
could be treated as n eapital offence.

Elizabeéth’s humane mind was ineapable of
contemplating such n state of things without
serious refleotion,  But s case occurring in
which she was individually interested, bronght
hl';’ to the point of action.

it one of the cells of the prisom sat, or rather
crouohed. a girlish-looking cma:n::,‘, appearing
in the dim twilight alinost like an immovable
statue - one bare arn, exquikitely rounded, was
thrown over a hrown wmurble slab, to which
wis attached a rivet and chain: hor limbs were
unfottered —to confine them would have been
needless cruelty, for she had scarcely moved
throughout theday ; her cheek rested upon her
other hand, also placed upon the slab, and o
mass of tangled bluck hair almost enveloped
her reclining form in its calle fulds, Standing,
she might huve been about the middle height ;
seated thus, she appeared small in stature. In

her countenunoe ¢ Iy eoul .
o't sign of animaticy: by d be seen the slight.
o mation ; hut even there, a dull,

e

slagnating lethargy was settlin i

. & a8 if thoughts

;::n drifting by her, which she had naill‘hi“f
LY nor She had been con-

d r wer to ul.n'y.
”:"""*‘ to death ; and sinee morning, when the
unlocked-for and dreadful sentence had been
pronounced. she had, upon re-entering  her
Eloony cell. thrown harsoll down in this de
::;“";;g altitude, and had neither spoken nor

Now the iron sheathed door of her miserable
fApartment grated on its hinges, hut she took

1o notice. ree times that day the turnkey
hod entered, }:lwing food and water upon the
rough wone bench fastened to the wall, and,

With o rude compassion in his manner, tried to
spoak kindly words to the dejected girl.  She
him not, and the food remained un-

r. This time, however, he was sccompa-
s &:nutlmr—ﬂ. wis Elizabeth, The turn-
red & moment, and left her with the

Several minutes ala of

" e and the andible beating of both hearts
"Y'k 1o unguish of one, and the heightened
B a of the other in the utterly forlorn girl.

( pathy of Elizabeth touched

i

found

mild and pitying eyes
b.v:l::d touched by the

of the voice, which
o heartfelt ejsculation,

tered
!" she leaned pon the
]

= =3

Then, gathering up the tangled hair, she pinne
it b:(:.kswith lhE .:(I:mh. which had fallen, poured
water into the little stone ewer, and beggin
her to refresh herself, placed her evening m
before her, desiring her to eat. Graduslly
deawing her story from her the while, she
found it bore ont the impression she had already
formed, that she had tran the laws, but
done nothing worthy of death. The girl was
the daughter of respectable nts, und had
herself always borne an upright character ; but
under the influence of the man she loved, she
had passed forged notes, thus addmg one more
to the melancholy list of those who, by the
finest impulses of their nature, uncontrolled by
religion. have been lured to their own destruc-
tion, And = Oh, madam.” she concluded, clas
iug her hands with an uﬂglli!\lﬂ.‘d ery, - | rl.‘(ll
life so strong within me, that I cannot believe
I am so soon to be dead—murdered—murder-
ed,” she muttered. “ Oh, Henry, this for your
sake, But thank God, he has escaped,” she
added. suddenly looking up: “he does not
koow | am to be stran led out of existence. He
is & forger now : but that would make him a
murderer—he would thirst for the life of those
who dared the horrible deed.”

Elizabeth tried to soothe her excitement,
tried to comfort ber with the thought that re-
pentance loads to salyation. But she was
nevertheless indelibly impressed with her re-
marks. She remained with her for some hours;
but when she left her, her mind rested u]]mn
the dreadful responsibility incurred by thus
tuking the prerogative of the Almighty into
human lmm[:l In the restraints imposed to
prevent the commission of further crime, she
saw much that was salutary ; but to hurry the
ginful out of existence. without affording them
an apportunity of proving their repentance, by
amendment of lite, was, in her view, very
awful. And for so slight an error as this
poor girl was convicted of the law appeared
almost sanguinury. Indeed she doubted the
oficacy of eapital punishments, even for fla-
grant violations of the laws; she thought it
hardened the heart, and rather increased than
diminished erime.  One of the peculiar char-
acteristies of Elizabeth’s mind was, never to
follow out any train of ideas without arriving
at results; and action on the sulject was }lm
inevitable consequence of these results.  With
such a weighty object as the life of this poor
girl before her, <he lost not & moment in trying
to gain her a reprieve.  In her case there were
circumstances of extenuation, though not of a
nuture to alter the letter of the law.  OFf these
she mude the most, followed up by unremitting
exertions in her behnlf

But one week was wanting to the dreaded
day of execution, and as yet nothing had been
done by the anthorities.  Among the attempts
made. was one through the Duke of Gloucester.
Many years had elapsed since Elizabeth had
seen him—uot sinee the days of the Earlham
festivities, the scarlet riding-habit, and the
military band at Norwich. How differently
did they now meet—on what altered g;mum.fs
renew their acquaintance. Her once slight
figure was now full. but had lost nothing of its
perfeet proportion ; yet among the still rodun-
dant hair, gathered beneath the matronly cap,
might be seen sprinkled a few silver threads,
The mellow tones of her sweet voice rang upon
the ear of the Duke like a well-remembered
chime of his early days, bringing back fragrant
thoughts and sun-lit dreams gone by forever.

Even had he been so disposed, he could not
have resistod her appeal. But he had felt too
warm an intercst in the onee lovely girl, to
deny himself the pleasure of serving the digni-
fied woman,

The condemned cell for women was a nar-
row apartment with two windows, one com-
manding the inner quadrangle, where were the
tried prisoners, not yet sentenced—the other
looking into a long Emsuge. with an iron
grating on either side, dividing the tried from
the untried side of the prison.  Across this the
eonviets were permitted to communicate with
their friends. Here Harriet had been taken,
o her few days numbered upon earth, to
quit it no more till she left it for the seaffold.
She was not aware of the efforts made to ob-
tain her a pardon, and, except when Elizabeth
was with her, she sat with folded hands, un-
moved and impassive. Her deportment durin
her confinement hud always been quiet and
orderly ; and some of her companions in guilt
were heard to say she had been chosen earliest
for death, because she wns best prepared for it.

The Duke came to Newgnte, and his former
companion in the danee led him with a serious
aspect through its dark and gloomy avenues,
till they reached the iron grating. Her name
was an “open sesame’’ to many a dreary dun-
geon : and as the massive bolt was drawn back,
the Duke’s hand was extended to assist her in
descending the few steps leading into the mis-
erable room. Their eyes met, and mentally
ench recalled the days they had threaded to-
gether the mazes of the danee, in the ante-room
of the old Hall.

Harriet sut with her back towards the door,
but started up when it was opened. and, un-
aware for the moment of the Duke's presence,
fell weeping at the feet of Elizabeth, “Oh,
lady, | cannot die. Save me! save me!” She
clung round her, she kissed her hands, sho im-
plored her by the merey of the loving God, to
avert the impending rllymm It was the first
time that horror of the mode of death had en-
tered her mind. 1 have thought of the fu-
ture,” said she; “I hope for salvation ; but this
horrible gatewny to he passed, to be swung
like a felon into eternity, oh ! With a groan
she foll fainting on the ground. The Duke
raised her, and both bent over her with a thrill
of unutternble feeling,

More strenuous than ever were the efforts
made to save the poor girl, after this visit to
the prison, The [lulu- left nothing unaceom-
plished that could tend to avert the fatal ea-
tastrophe.  He accompanied Elizabeth in a

wrsonal application to Lord S—— ; he joined
Lnr in un_application to the directors of the
Bank in whose name the forged notes had heen
iwued. But alas! all in vam.  The u::{wl of
their solicitude was inevitably doomed ; and
deeply both folt when on the appointed day
the misguided, erving, but repentant girl, sul-
fered the extreme penalty of the law.

Distressed and nim-nru.-i she hud been hy
the event, the mortification of defeat never in-
duced her to relax her exertions. She foresaw
that, even in this case, good might eventually
be evolved out of evil. Its publicity, and the
interett felt in the unfortunate girl, had been
the means of eausing mueh excitement on the
subject of capital punishment. “ The states-
man viewed it more especiully as a politioal
question, in its tendency to inerease or dimin-
ish crime. The philanthropist considered it
chiefly na it affected the individual. The mer-
chant and man of business regarded it as close-
ly affecting the mocurity of property” Thus
many persons of rank and influence had been
induced to throw their weight into the right
scale.  To touch so complicated a machine as
the criminal code of England, appeared an un-
dertaking too dangerous to attempt; yet such
wis the pressure from without, that something

must be ieldedloparuhrhl.iu The sub-
ject had Loanom great lnurzl, und after
many discussions, during succeeding sessions of

Purlinment, & majority of the House of Com-
mons voted for the abolition of the punishment
of death, in all cases of 3

Flizabeth, the indirect means of bringin'ﬁ

£

Jlll
and ﬂehjy endow her the tribute of fe-
Ieutm admirgtion. Charlotte desired
@ should be ted to her, snd, by request
of her Royal Highness, '3““?“
her at the 0o. The interview bhetween the
uhvegon S and Blly
the Queen, wi
beth, Mdmﬂaﬁu&nmbh
height of her lm main the wonted
ealmness of her und manner. Beveral of

the bishops stood near her, sod in the

ground were noble lords and ladies, covered
with jewels and waving feathers

As the two met, & murmur of applause ran
through the assembly, followed by a simulta-
neous clap and shout, which was taken up by
the multitude without, and died away in the
distance. They hailed the scene before them
as the omen o nation's regeneration ; they
saw in it, not so much the Queen and the phis
lgnthropiat‘ us ruj‘nl_&_\f offering its meed of
approval at the shrine of mercy and good
deeds

In the re et of her early days, how often
Elizabeth recalled the breakfast-room at Earl-
ham, and the patriarchal Quaker preacher,
who had dimly foretold in her girlhood what
she had now become. The meridian of her
life had passed. and she desired to dedicate the
remainder of it yet more solely to her import-
ant calling.

It was no slight sacrifice to engage, shortly
after, in what she considered an imperative
daty. This was visiting the prisons through-
out Great Britain, and inspecting personally
these abodes of crime and misery. She would
go from yard to yard, and from one ward to
another, addressing the most minute inguiries
to the jailors, and caleulating the capacities of
the different buildings for the greatest degree
of improvement. The results of her ohservations
were always afterward stated, in o letter ad-
dressed to those in suthority. One of her
brothers accompanied her upon this tour, and
during its accomplishment. He who had culled
her to the work opened the hearts ol many

rsons in various circumstances to aid her

'isiting associations of ladies were furmed, so-
cieties for the reformation of juvenile offend.
ers; and of those unable to give their time to
the work, not a few proffered offerings of gold
and silver to earry it on.

One of the things most deeply affecting
Elizabeth, was the condition of Ju- poor luna-
tics confined in these prisons. Fir these she
made frequent and touching appeals, and the
tenderness with which she treated those with
whom she eame in contact, proved how power-
fully her heart was ruuchn(] with compassion
for the sufferers of that “heaviest of human
maladies.”

Another class of porsons, who had long
claimed the attention of this devoted woman,
were the prisoners sentenced to transportation :
and searcely s convict ship sailed, but her ut-
most endeavors were made to promote the
spiritunl welfare and bodily l':v|11[?rrt of those
doomed to spend months in these floating pris-
ons.  Frequently she visited them. sometimes
with a companion, often ulone.  This was not
done without much fatigue, and fregquent expo-
sure to woeather. On one oconsion she wus
l\lnced in o situation of considerable danger.

t was a sultry summer day. the steam packet
Fagle was racing up the Thames, the eaptain
hoping to overtake his competitors, when in
the midst of the excitement a sudden squall,
accompanied by heavy rain, eame on.  He was
looking nhead, pleased with the reflection that
they would soon outstrip the other vessels, when,
upon entering Long Reach, he saw a small
boat, Inboring with but little effect agninst the
tide. In it were two ladies, in the close habit
of the Quakers, drenched with the heavy
shower.

He was a dashing, high-spirited sailor. To
stop, would spoil the chase, in which lis pas-
sengers were engerly interested. To go on, and
leave two ladies in such a situation, was impos-
sible. His gallantry prevailed ; he passed the
waord softly to the engineer, to sheer the steamer
alongside, threw the wearied rowers a rope,
and before the passengers were aware, the en-
gine had stopped, the ladies were on hoard,
and the Ea;qa again flying up the Thames,
Elizabeth, with o dignified &l'lt{ benutiful ex-
pression, gratefully thanked him, as he led
them below.

In a short time the gale cleared away, and
they came on deck. The gallant captain had
some prejudices ngainst the Quakers: hut he
could not resist this lovely and heavenly-mind-
ed woman ; and a8 he moved ahout, distribu-
ting tracts among the crew, with a kind smile
or word of encouragement, he saw in her all
that was attractive in woman, lit up by the
bright heams of philanthropy. In writing of
the incident, he says— | feel assured, much of
the success which attends her missions of mer-
ey is based upon the awe inspired by her pres.
ence. It is something to possess a countensnee
which portrays, in every look, the overflowings
of such o heart. As an instrument in God's
hand, she is indeed highly favored.” To see
her is to love her: to hear her, is to foel as if &
guardian angel were bidding you to follow
that teaching which alone can subdue the
temptations of this life, and secure a Redeem-
er's love in eternity. At the time of this oe-
currenoe, Flizabeth and her companion were
returning from a farewell visit to a female con-
vict ship upon the point of sailing. There was
great uncertainty whether the poor ereaturos
would ever see their benefactress again. She
stood at the door of the eabin, “a priestess of
heaven on the threshold of hell.” The women,
gothered on the quarter-deck, faced the little
party. The sailors, anxious to see what wus
going on, clambered into the rigging, or min-
gled in the outskirts of the group. The silence
was profound, when Elizabeth opened the Bible,
and read the 107th pealm, with such emphasis
and intonation as to make the simple reading
o commentary. The crews of the other ves.
sols anchored around, attracted by the novelty
of the scene, leaned over the ships on either
side, and listened with great attention. She
closed the Bible, and after a pause, knelt down,
She touched on the history of the pardoned
Magdalen, her loving much, hocause forgiven
much ; her washing the fieet of the Saviour,
being with Him at his death, watching by his
tomh, and permitted first to see Hit after his
resurrection. It was the strongest encouragoe-
ment to the repentint sinner. l%hn then spoke
in o strain of entreaty snd solemn warning to
the hardened and ane : and, finally, im-
plored a blessing from God, on these his chil-
dren. Many of the women wept bitterly ; all
seemed touched, and when she left the ship,
they followed her to the side, hlessing her ns
an angel of mercy.  The sailors in the rigging,
tonched by the melting soene, choered her ns
her little hont passed vessel aftor vessel till
they could see her no longer.

Her exertions for these perishing ones stop-
ped not here; through her instrumentality,
many improvements were made in the various
stations to which they were consigned, nnd she
had frequently the satisfaction of receivin
grateful letters from those she had rememberes
“ s in bonds with them.”

Sucoseding years brought more extensive
services. Accompanied by her hushand and
brother, who entered warmly into sympathy
with her various objects of benevolence, she vis-
ited the prisons and lonatie asylums of France,
Spain, Germany, Denmark, and parts of the
Prussian dominions. She formed lasting friend-
ships with some of the most gifted and influen-
tinl men and women of the age: and her pecu-
linr faculty of drawing out all that was lovely
and of good report in othors, was perhaps the
best test of the purity and loveliness of her own
churacter. She entered schools, and, attracted
by her beaming and maternal smile, little chil-
dren gathered round her in rosy clusters, and
timidly proffered their gifts of shining pe Dlew,
or bright sen weeds, a8 remembrances of their
pative lands, to the good lady of whom they
had 80 often heard. Sho tarried smong the
sick in hospitals, and the fevered lip blessed
her, ns she Ent with s pitying glance over the
puflr A head d, upraisod as Bk
" nguid head upraised, upraised as Ellza-

lhumn, nl;aﬂ-l I 1 :

Turned on its pillow of pain to gaze while aho passod,

for her presonce
Fell onot;u;r hpm like o ray of the sun on the walls

of » prison.” :
She looked in upon the miserable lunatie, and

the soothing voice and gentle touch brought
mummu.;.orm:r;d happier day
till somethin 8 ray
dhvrmsh&rbmd inldha,nﬁ‘opudn-
ted the gloom of the felun’s cell, and even the
outcast and forsaken folt how besutiful were
the ministrations of the merciful.

“The of life had taught her, that
,IE’ -aGodumelauo.dim

Horljn

a8 & God of Grace ; and that with l]ll!_\' comes
opportunity to nc.cug‘vl in his service the talents
given by Him.” She desired to have every
home duty accomplished, every household affec-
tion met; but reason and Seripture taught
ber, that each individusl has something to he-
stow, even of time, talent, or wealth, which,
spent in the service of others, would return in
blessing on herself and her own family. In
the little parlor behind the shop, in the sub.
urban villa, in the perfumed boudoir, and the
gilded hall, she saw powers unoccupied. and
time unemployed. She lived to illustrate all
that she enforced. and most nobly had she re-
deemed the promise of her youth

Years have gone.  Yet once ngain, the rem-
nant of the broken band of brothers and sis-
ters are gathered in the home of their child-
hood. All was outwardly the sume. The
vines still elambered over the doorway, and
the hawthorn was budding into fragrance :
the birds still sang on the boughs und the
wavy branches of the tall ouks scemed bend-
ing, to welcome again beneath their shades
that strangely altered household. The majes-
tic figure of Catharine was scarcely howed b
age, but on her brow the impress it had le
was legible, and each read in her the changes
which had passed over them. In the mild eyes
of Elizabeth beamed a sweet and holy seren-
ity : but sorrowful thoughts threw their shade
neross  her still lovely countenspee.  She
dreamed of long ago, and a haunting memory
of love-lit eyes, now closed forever, dimmed
her own with tears,

Of the seven sisters, only four remained .
bus groups of happy little ones went in and
onut, as their mothers had been long sinee wont
to do, and the sensward ochoed with the
ringing shouts of merry childhood. Some of
them called Elizabeth * Grandmamma,” and
would lead her by the hand, for she was feeble
now, sometimes, and beg her to tell them tales
of the olden time, when she played beneath the
trees, or sang and danced with Prince William,
in the ante-room of the old Hall. He was
gone now, and her early friend, Lieutenant
Aylesworth also : hoth had died in the hope of
immortality, and she felt that but a short pe-
riod would elapse, ere ber wheel of life would
he “broken at the cistern.”

Again she gathered with the congregation
in the quiet meeting-house.  An eventful his-
tory had been hers since she listened reverent-
Iy to the solemn teachings there so deeply im-
pressed upon her heart.  She knelt, und raised
a song of praise for the eternal hope offered to
the Christian, concluding in the sublime words
of Isainh, “ Thine eyes shall see the King in
his beauty ; they shall behold the land that is
very far off.”

But for her—she leaned on her pilgrim staff’
yet a little longer, and as she neared the tem.
ple called Beautiful, she said, =1 see the gates
of merey opened, and the rays of light are
shining from them.”

A few months lnter, nnd n funeral train was
soom, in the gray of the ewly morning. wind-
ing past the picturesque grounds of Plashet
House. A vast concourse of heart-stricken
mourners {ollowed the bier.  The noble horn,
the gifted, the lowly, nud the wretehed, actu.
ated by a common grief, gathered, for the lnst
time, to render their tribute of respect to the
loved and revered of many years, The train
wound on, past the grounds of her olden home,
past the place of her worship. to where, in its
shaded burying-ground. a little child had been
consigned to the dust long before.  The mould
was now broken for the grave of its mother,
and at the head of each mound was a stone of
memorial, bearing but a simple nome—it was
that of Evizasern Fry.

THE CASE OF RACHEL PARKER.

We see it stated that Gov. Bigler has nsso-
ciated Hon. Thomas 8. Bell with Attorney Gen-
eral Campbell, to defend the colored girl, Ra-
chel Parker, who was kidnapped from Chester

evidenee in a slave State, we copy from the
Friend's Review the subjoined letter from Dr.
J. E. Snodgrass, under date of

Bavrismone, March 27, 1852,

I do not often see your journal, and 1 have
therefore no means of ascertaining whether
ccrtain timely remarks copied from it into the
Pennsylvania Freeman, made up the whole or

rt only of your article on the case of Rachel
r‘:rhf-r. It the whole, then have you fullen
into an error with respect to the rules of evi-
dence in our courts, which I feel it but right to
correct, leading, as its eiroulation would, in all
probability, to u uscless expenso to the friends
of this poor girl, in their benevolent prepara-
tions for the appronching trial.

The error referred to, ns one into which you
would seem to have fallen, is the supposition
thiut colored witnesses might be admitted in
fuvor of Rachel Parker's petition for freedom,
wore it not for the Pruhih tion of the entrance
of free colored citizens into this State from
yours. As to this lutter delectable feature of
our Black laws, it would, of itself, present no
insurmountable obstacle. Colored persons, who
might be here {or legal purposes, ns, for exam-
ple, in trials where bot ies to the issue
were of their own prosoribed race, would he
protected by the court, whose processes for the
wsoertainment of truth through the hest testi-
mony accessible had ealled for their presence.
But you need give yourself no trouble of mind
on I.Eis score, The testimony of persons guilt
af the erime of being ¢lothed in o dark uiin in
never tolerated in the courts of thisor any other
slnveholding State, where one of the parties is
of the white raoe, unless the testimony is favor-
able to the latter's cnuse. Thus, if the claim-
ant of * property " in Rachel Parker, can find
any colored person in Pennsylvania sufficiently
vile to he wamllg to lend himsell or hersell to
“prove property,” the testimony can be gotten
in without uny difficulty, but not otherwise. In
this respect; slavery is true to the “ instinet of
self-preservition,” a8 in most others.  All our
lawe and customs are more or less controlled
by itsa requirements, because it sooks o use
them for n purpose analogous to that with
which the saccharine or acid inﬁmdinnt.« aroe
employed by the preserver of perishable fruits.
It would not “ keep " without them.

This remark upon the policy of our, laws,
which may be said to be “all for slavery,” will
solve the difficulty which you have presented
in the query you {mm started respecting the
Justice of vompelling Ruchel Parker to submit
the question of her freedom to a Maryland
court, instend of a Pennsylvania court, ax has
heen done “ without of law,” us truly
remarked by you. YW say, with natural jus-
tice, nnd with true accordance with the com-
mon Inw of “property,” as it would be applied
to a stolen horse or an “Let Rachel Par-
ker be first brought by a habens corpus to the
county from wbicﬁ she was nbducted, and there
let the alloged master vindicate his claim.”
But you expect fur ton much of our courts, con-
trolled as they are, not hy the principles of
that common law which lends no sanction
whitever to the uncommon demands of slavory,
but by statutory laws, They would not have
ted that t “writ of right” to Rachel
arker, had she nsked to be bronght from her
imprisonment among felonk, before one of our
judges. How, then, could you expoct that such
un order from one of your judges would be re-
spected here? It would be treated just as the
requisition of your late Governor upon ours for
the miscreant McCreary was—with pro-slavery
contempt,
As n case in point, | may tell you that an
joned *free citizen ufdl‘;nmy:‘nn':'.:
" and brought
E;d in prison while ac-

uniguesiy

who had been kido

BOMA yoars ago, was

knowledged 1o be free by even
1on.

county, Pa, Upon the subject of the rules of

of servitude in all cases; and the proving of a
negative is the anomalous requirement made of
every person accused, or even suspected. of run-
ning away with himself ! Habeas corpus would
throw the burden of prool on the claimant,
who would have to produce, nt least, “ probable
cause” of detention

It is a curious fact in the judicial history of
this State, that only one instance of the grant-
ing of the habeas corpus writ to a colored per-
#on i to be found among the citations of Evans's
Muryland Practice, the standard work at the
Bar here; and such a departure was it consid.
ared, that the author devotes a long note to an
explanation of the shocking exceptionality of
the novel transaction' ;

I rejoice to note the interest you have mani-
fested in the ease under notice; and | was
much rather inclined to thank you for it, in the
name of a down-trodden race, who have long
excited my deepest sympathies, than to criticise
what you have penned. If this article shall
have prevented the waste of precious time and
money on witnesses who would be of no use
here. it will have served its chief purpose. |
will elose by adding, for the encouragement of
those of your readers who may feel an interest
in the result of a suit which is soon to decide
the paramount issue of * freedom or davery.”
that | anticipate a favorable result, notwith.
standing a retarding, and, in_other respects,
somewhat discouraging alteration in the aspect
of the case has been mude by o change of venue
from the Superior Coort of Baltimore vity,
to the Cireuit Court for Baltimore county, which
change wus of course pradieated upon the oath
that justice could not ‘n- obtained in this city (")
by the claimant of an alleged slave '

For the National Era

THE PRISONERS OF THE FEARL
BEY THE WORKSHOP BARD.

Why not lot them go* Does a lingering fecling
of resentment yet steel their henrts ngainst the plewd.
ings of Mercy” How ean they nsk God to forgive
them their trospasses, as they furgive those who tros
puss agninst them, while they are inexorable against

and were afterwards brought into the United
States in the same way for adjudication, would
not our Courts have been u‘hlignd_, under the
same law of nations, to consider the Spaniards
the slaves of the Africans, and treat them as
such, putting them hack into the possession
and under the control of the Africans? Or is
there one law of nations for Africans and an-
other for white people! But the second voy-
age from Huvana does not change the state of
the case at all, for it may be considered & mere
continuance of the first, since nothing had oc-
carred to make the Africans slaves, which had
not occurred before—no law, Spanish or any
other, had begun t operate upon them and
make them slaves.  They were made slaves
merely hy foree or conguest, and this foree or
coniuest continued on the second voyage, until
they in their turn, by the same foree or con-
yuest, turned the tablesupon their masters, und
reduced them to subjection. If furee, then, is suf®
ficient to make the Africans slaves, why is it
not suflicient to make the Spaninrds s0?
Again : it is one of the consequences and in-
gredients of slavery, that a slave ean hold ne
property. and all the property that may apper-
tain to him belongs to the master.  If such be
the ense, and the Spaniards should be held by
our Court to he the slaves of the Africans un-
der the lnw of nations, (if the latter should ehoose
to consider them such, ) the vessel and cargo must
be considered as becoming the property of the
Africans also, when the Spuaniards became
their slaves Ly virtue of force or conguest. And
the effect of their applying to an American
court of justice to reduce these Africans again
ton state of slavery to them, will be, if the law
! nations should be executed upon them, to be-
come slaves themselves to the Africans, if such
should be the wish of the Afrienns, and lose
their vessel and cargo into the barguin
Next, s regards crime.  Here both parties,
Spaniards and Africans, ure charged with ereme
The Spaniards are charged with the erime of
(rrhmp}-mz made such ]u_\‘ the laws of N]mi!l
to which thl"\r nre -||h"|1'vl' and the Africans
are charged with the crimes of murder und

and what
would be right to-day might Le wrong to-mor
row, and man’s will woald Lecome God'a law

That selfish politicians should enact and en-
deavor to sustain sueh a law as the Fuogitive
Law, is not strange : but that men—Christians
Doetors of Divinity—should uphold them in it
and teach ua that ‘tis better to obay man than
God, should lower the claims of God's higher
law, and exalt man's laws and constitutions
into their ]‘nl-’u“‘. this of all deeds is the meost
marvellous | What alarming evidence of ecele.
sinstical corruption and apostacy !

I am no Christian, if God be not to me the
Supreme Ruler Nay. | am practically an
Atheist the moment | make .Iln-.hnuh'n laws
“uceumb to even the loftiest of human laws and
constitutions. No matter though | have sworn
allegiance to the Constitution and laws of my
nation, [ never swore to fullow its behests into
iniquity; and, besides, | am equally sworn to
whey the Lord God Omnipotent. and, what is
more, a8 my Supreme Ruler. From this oath
of my allegiance let my soul never swerve

If the early converts to Christianity at Rome,
to whom Paul was addressing himself, had im.
bibed the erroneous notion (as doubtless they
had) that, as they had become the servants of
God. they were o longer under obligation to
obey uarl,hl-l,' mllg'-mlmh'& then Paul's exhorta-
tion |;.| lm‘rl of which your =<r1'r--~1|n:n-.ir_'nf has
quoted) was very approprinte. 1t secmy that
Peter also had discovered the same crror to
have crept into the minds of some of those to
whom he wrote. He says: “Submit yourselves
to every ordinanee of man, for the Lord's sake
whether it be to the King ns supreme, or unto
Governors, us unto them that are sent by Him
for the punishment of evil-doers and for the
praise of them that do well.  For mo is the will
of God, that with well-doing ye may put to s
lenee the igonorance of foolish men: a8 feee
and not using your liberty for a cloak of ma-
liciousness, but as the servants of God”  Now
here he speaks of good government, good laws
And gure, if these Christinns had not embraced
this same ervor of which I speak, it certainly

in accordance with man's caprice

preacy. And it is the fiest crime which led w
the seeomd, and constitutes its Justifiention. 1

the prayers of these incarcorated mon '
Natrowad Ere of Javigrvy ek, 1852

Aye, let them o' Why will yo fix a stain
Of deeper infamy upon your brow
Why doam them evermore to sigh in vain

Unloose them now '

Yes, let them go' as ye would dread the seorn
Which haunts that Bourbon monster, Ferdinand
OF Naples —vilest yot of woman horn,
Crowding his dungeons with o fotter-worn
But noble band.

Unelasp your gyves, thrust back the heavy bars
In tod's name, let the blessed sunlight in,
Where wen bave piovd these long amd wenry yenrs
Weeping in silonce sad and bitter tears,
For others” sin.

Why write your names upon the blackenod sorulls
Boside tho Neros of the oldon time *
Doeply ye'll blush, when Hoaven's own hand unrolis
The dark, foul record, eleaviang to your souls,
With all its erime,

The tears of holpless childbood, fatherless
The wife, the mother's deop wnd bittor woe
Cry night und day to Heaven for their redress
Giod marks your guilt, and notes their wretchedniss
Ah! let them go!

Neods there a voice to thunder down the sky
It fenrful utterance, ! Let the captives go*
And will yo dare the impious reply,
With stony heart and Hosven-confronting eye,
And answer “ No '™

Tompt not that arm which rolled the Red Son waves,
Burge aftor surge, o'or Egypt's countless dend,
Sweeping them headlong to their yawning graves,
Chariot and horsomen with their fashing glaves ;

In terror dread.

O, let them go!  As ye would bo forgiven
OFf whatsoever wrong ye may huve donoe
To othors, in the holy sight of Heaven,
Think of thoso men whose souls are anguish-riven,
Bud, and alono

Doowmed for a lifotime to a felon's eoll,
Counting the footfull of the weary hours,
Parted from all that they have loved so well,

Forever banished to a living hell—
Mnke their case yours

Oh, pitying Heaven ' toneh thou the stony heart,
And bid its jey currents melt snd flow
In the eold eye, lot Mercy's tear-drop start,
Till oyery fueling of revenge dopart—
Oh' let them go!
West T'roy, February 2, 1852.

CASE OF THE AMISTAD.

To the Editor of the National Eva :
As the question of indemnity to the owners
of this vessel is now before the United States
Senate, it hecomes important to ascertain what
is the state of the case, as presented hy the
fucts, and the law in reference to them.
Tt was decided in the cuse of the Antelope by
the United States Supreme Court at Washing-
ton, that the slave trade could not be considered
agninst the law of nations, so 18 to give the ju-
dicial tribunals of every country the right to
consider it piracy, nnd set all the slaves free
which might be captured in this trade; that
it hecunme piracy only when munde so by the
municipal lnws of the country to whom the
slave teader belonged ; and that one country
has no right to enforce the municipal laws of
another country, unless there he o treaty made
hotween the two countries to this effect. And
there heing no treaty between the United States
and Spain which would suthorize such a pro-
coeding, the judicial tribunnls in the Unitod
States wonld have no right to liberate the
slaves taken in a Spanish vessel, although the
municipal laws of Spain prohibited the slave
trade, and made it piracy. That the slaves,
therefore, must be restored to the Spanish own-
ers, und the question of their property in the
slaves must be left for the Spanish Government
to determine, in the execution of their own
municipal laws upon the mmm.

It appears clearly from this decision in the
onse 0 Antelope, that the Court eonsidered
the slave trade so far confurmable to the law of
nations, that one man may by force be mude
the slave and property of unother, and must he
considerad #o in all cusos where it is to be left
to be decided by the law of nations, without
regard to municipal laws, us it was in this cuse
ow, apply this decision, and the principles
upon which it waa settled, to the easo of the
/1: istad. The prine'lﬁn in, that slavery in war-
ranted hy the law of nations, and no other law
is to be regarded in settling the question. Take
the facts of this case, then, as they are. The
Spaniards Ruiz and Montez were, at the time
the vessel was taken of Ly the Amer-
iean revenue cutter, notually the slaves of the
Africans, reduced to this condition hy force.
And it in this principle of force or conguest
which is considered ent to create sluvery.
If, then, the Court are not suthorized to travel
out of the law of nations, and have regard to
abstrnot right and justice, or the municipal
laws of this country or Spain upon the subject,
they must determine that these Spaninrds are
#0 fur the property and the slaves of the Afri-
cang, that they must be put under their control
and ownership, if the Africans desire it, for
#uch was their situation when brought into the
United States. Su that when the Span-
ish slaver was on her way from Afriea to Ha-
vana, and while the Africans were in the pos-
sewsion and under the control of the Spaniards,

Asthrough your dungeon's hell they drag their chuin

then, the persons who committed n erime onght
to be delivered up to the Government against
whom the crime was oommitted, tor adjudicu.
tion and punishment, ought not ‘the Spanisrds
to he delivered up to the Government of Spain
for this purpose, to whom they are amenable—
instend of the Africans, who owe no alleginnee
to Spain, who were Lrought under Spanish
Jurisdiction Dy foree, against their will, and
who took the lives of Spanish subjects for the
recovery of rights guarantiod to thom by Span-
ish Inws and the violation of which are ae-
counted erimes by these lnws ! W R &
Bostun ,‘f'm'n’ 1, 1852,

CONFLICT OF OBLIGATION

Lo the Editor of the National Eva

Though the women of the present day seem
mora inelined to dabble in politios than divin.
ity, yet | wonld wish to say u few words in re-
ply to = A Correspondent ™ r-m{u-i'.ting “Con-
thet of Obligation.” He says: * We are among
those who believe in the divine origin of gov-
ernment, and consequently in the religious ob-
ligation of obedience to law.”

Now. without ampting at present toexaming
his position, or the Seriptare he has brooght
forward, 1 promise that i’ the powers that be
are ordained of God, so then of course the
powers that were—that have heen—were or-
dained of God. To illustrate the principle, |
would refer, in the first place, to LI\\’H estah-
lished under the Jewish economy; and refer.
ences to this souree would he nlmost as numer-
ous a8 the pages of Holy Writ, There was o
lnw established by Darius, King of the Chalde-
ans, that whosoever shonld usk a petition of
any god or man, for thirty days, save of this
same lawgiver, he should {u east into the den
of lions. How easily might many of us, pro-
fessod Christians of the present duy. have
soothed our consciences down ns quiet as n
sleeping babe, and said: © Why, in ILis mutter
I can obey my rulers, and yet retain the full
wssurance of God's favor. Can I not offer my
prayers without the cognizance of any eye save
the All-sesing? Can [ not, as often ns [ ploase,
lift the silent aspirations of my heart heaven-
ward, with only Him to note who ‘ hears our
thinking ?* 7 -"eu, doubtless such would be
the reasoning of many of us, whose professions
amount to as much as did Daniel's. If the
Lord had condemned Daniel for his proceeding
in this thing, He might have looked down from
the throne of His Holiness, and exclaimed,
“ Foolish Daniel! did you not know that there
is no Power but of Me? The powers that be
are ordained by me: whoever, thercfore, re-
sisteth the power, resisteth my ordinance
Inasmuch, therefore, ns ye have resisted the
wer, you have resisted and offended me”
ut the very reverse of this we know to be the
fuct. By disobeying the direct mandate of his
King he obtained, and very signally, too, the
fuvor of Heaven '
‘Then look, ngain, near by in the sacred
orncles, at a law of Nebuchadnezaar's ennct-
ing. After the imuge was set up, the decree
went forth, that ¥ Whoso fulleth not down and
worshippeth, shall the same hour be cast into
the mull:: of n hurninp‘] fiery furnace.” But
what saith it ' They (those three Jewish cap-
tives) openly, in the fuce of the whole realm,
disobeyed. It amounted to nothing less than
barefuced rebellion nghinst Government. Be
it known unto thee, oh King, that we will not
serve thy gods ! There!  (So would my soul
respond to the spirit of Southern despotism')
Said this illustrions monarch, “ Did we not
cast three men hound into the midst of the
fire 7" “ Lo, [ see four men loose, walking in
the midst of the fire, sud they have no hurt;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of
God!”  Oh, my brother, was not this a great,
n very f,mul' exemplifiention of God's favor to-
wards these rebels ngainst human government !
If; for aiding a poor fugitive from oppression,
we should subject ourselves to fine and impris-
onment, (which to us would be indeed n fur-
nace, if not of fice, of aflliction,) if in such o
ense we could secure to ourselves the noe
of one * like unto the Son of God,” think you
He or our consciences would upbraid v for
being unsubjective to the powers that be? No,
no ; let us never feur to ohey God rather than
man.
Bat for fear your correspondent may think
that the forms of “ human government” to
which I refer nre too far-fetched, we will come
down nearer to our own times.  Take the case
of Peter and John, us recorded in the fourth
chupter of Acts. After having been command.
od by the rulers of the people, yen, and by the
elders, too, of lsrael, “not to at nor
teach in the name of Jesus,” what nnawer gave
they? “ Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than unto God,
Judge ye; for we cunnot but spoak the things
which we have seen nnd hnarﬁ.
Wore these men mistaken in their notions
of vight? or did they ineur the Divine displeas-
ure by pursuing the eourse they did’
Aguin : when Herod the King had appre.
hended Peter, nnd put him in prison, I think
he was not very serupulous about “ human
government ' when the angel of the Lord
wiked him and knockoed off his fotters, and
bade him f.l Indeed, | think ho hore distinetl
recognised & © higher lnw " than that of :
though he were a king,
If & Nero or Robespierre and his satellites
who, in their time, sure, were “ powers that

-"L wore now our unrestrained rulers, why,
my humble head would most surely roll in the
basket for penning this article ; lmiifln unre-
r:lling submission to Southern tyran

must have heen extremely supertluons to have
addressed them in such lungunge
1 would like to hear some of your !;ljrrt’ﬂ-
pondent’s © grave objections” . R
Pittsford, 1t

KOSSUTH AND THE IRISH CATHOLICS

To the Editor of the Natwnal Eva

I wm nwnre that your valunble paper needs
no additional correspondents to enrich its col.
vimus; but allow me, an u'r||r:|'i-l-'|||||||g s haert-
her, to endorse, from my very soul, your re-
marks on Kossath's 8th of Januury specch, s
woll ns those also made by Kossuth himsalf on
thut vecasion
I refor to the ill I]n-liug yet fostered in the
American breast against England.  Next to
the pervading and degrading servility of our
leading politicians to Slavery, may be men
tioned the habitual endesvor to engender ha.
tred of England.  Kossuth Limself has re-
coived. no doubt, a lesson on this subject, since
he made his first speech in New York., He
came wmong us with a heart breathing forth
fraternal feelings from England to this country,
but he soon found that those feelings were not
reciprocated.  How different when m England
hie spoke of the two countries joining hands
against despotisms. Nothing dvew {rom the
erowds he addressed more prolonged cheering |
nothing in this country is met with such deter-
mined opposition.  And why is this?  You
sr‘m’e the answer in your Fratermity of the

cople of all Nations, when you state that the
votes of our Irish population influence to n
great degree our elections.  And is it so, that
the liberties of the world are to he endangerid
for o fow Irish votes! 1t looks like it ; as with-
out the union in arms of Ameriea and Eog
lnnd, nothing will be done fur the protection of
lilnvrly in I':I.lrup(_'

Hatred is no good counsellor—the wisdom
of love is u better one.  How infinitely supe-
vior i the ereed of Kossuth to the demnagogue
twinddle of some wt the 8th of Junuary meet-
ing. It would not have been dificult to find
some of our leading politicians, had they hved
in the times that tried wen’s souls, or had they
lived in Hungary at the time of the revolution

A correspondent of the Putsburg Catholie,
writing from New York, makes his boust that
it was their word that lrought down the Brit-
ish flag nt the Irving House, when Kossuth en
tered New York ; aud no doubt exists in the
truth of this nssertion. In other words, the
union of two of the freest nations on the globe,
for the perpetuation of liberty, is to Le set nside
to pleass our Irish Catholies—the fact openly
}mh ished, and not & press moves its tongne
I'he National Eva wod Puttsburg Gazetle, ns fur
s | know, make the only exceptions.
Yours, in the bonds of fraternity,

Cat Fish, Clarton County, Pa.

G

A THIRD CANDIDATE.

Hownrey, Orrxans County, N, Y.
March, 1852,

T'o the Editor of the National Era :

[tis well snid when you tell your readors
thut both of the old parties are ml{l to Slavery,
nnd all their Presidentinl candidates are pre-
pledged to the Slave Power. Hence the pro-
Friaty and necessity of a “third candidate ;"
or let it be known that there are “seven thou.
wind” at least “ that have not bowed the koee
to Baal” here at the North, hoth Whigs and
Democrnta; and perhups there may be some
at the South who cannot vote with either par-
ty, and consequently not at all, only in case of
unother selection,  Besides, should there not
Le such an opportunity offered, that Power
could riot unchecked and unrebuked in all the
wantonness of its extravagance.

True, there would be searce & remote pros-
rel of muccess moreover, it is indispensable
or the conservation of freedom here, in our
own s, Stater, and Territories, and clse-
where, that there should be a steady, doter.
mined barrier kept up against the approaches
of this species of Absolutism in our own land.
It in not expected that the expression would be
numerically large; for n slight knowledge of
the manauvring of parties ?ur the year past
will teach us that cach is doing its utmost to

taulltrig the other in ils subserviency to the
great Slave will, for the sake of power snd
spoils. It seems that we Northerners cannot

et down too low, nor lick the dust too meek-
y, only that our party can hent; and there
are 80 many voters that act on this principle,
that probably an independent candidate would
receive hut a limited expression, even of the
anti-sluvery and antiextensionist sentiment
of the mutrr But let us have o standard.
bearer, that all mny act to that point who de-
sire. Porbaps it is a8 necessary snd proper
now, na ever hefore.
There wre some yet who eannot look on with
indifference und soe the slave interest super-
sede all other interests—see it controlling and
directing the Judicial, Executive, nnd Legisla-
tive depurtments, in all important decisions
and mensures, and feel ita huge gri ing
an unconditional acknowledgment uPtEe Com
promise scheme, aw o finale of Freedom's strug-
gle, while Slavery is at the same instant push-
g her vile carcnss forward into California
and the Territories—thus with Lrassy front re-
Eudmu and run over her part of the bargain ;
ut we must live to ours, the obnoxious Fugi-
tive Slave Law, religiously!
If they want us to live to the contract on our
purt, they also must do the same on their ‘I:nrt-
Yen, lot there be o National Convention held,
com of tricd men, Let candidates he
slected for President and Vice President, of
Let there be a new declara-

.

Courts have decided the vessel and slaves
must be restored to the Spanish owners under
the law of nations ! Nwlnppuo that on this
hmmmm“. indl.h::dndmin
them to did on the
had chosen to call
and their property,

of the great A
the refined cruelties of E "
may be somewhat cooled down by the
-2 cull%n‘ taction of * mwhm
LY & correspon W
Let this g:u{:ﬂun.ﬂuu.hm on the
a:.l principles of universal Liberty .(.3‘ ‘.‘lu-



